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bring so many safely to their destination was in itself no
small feat. No provision whatever had been made before-
hand for their reception; the settlers landed in an unknown
land, relying on the provisions they had brought with them
and the products of their own hands. The Governor had
to " build houses, cultivate crops, raise cattle, make roads,
and do all this by the labour either of prisoners, who did not
want to work, or of marines who had quite enough to do in
looking after the prisoners/'1 No Governor could have
faced such a task with less promising material: the settlers
included some of the worst English criminals; there were
among them no farmers, and few carpenters, and none had
any considerable knowledge of gardening or live-stock.
They had brought with them no ploughs, so that all the
work of tilling the rough soil had to be done by spade and
hoe. Yet the landing at Port Jackson was celebrated with
some gusto: the Union Jack was hoisted, volleys were fired
by the marines, and the Governor and his officers drank
the healths of His Majesty and the Royal Family.2 All
the land cultivated was to be Crown property, and its
produce was to be treated as a public stock out of which
rations would be issued to the men. At the end of six months
only eight or ten acres had been brought into cultivation,
and these were sown with wheat and barley: but the crops
failed owing to the fact that the seed had become over-
heated during its voyage from England. Forty-four sheep
had been brought from England, but one by one they
disappeared into the interior. The colonists fed on salt
pork and flour, and the rations became so meagre that the
men became unable to work owing to sheer weakness of
body. A ship was sent to Cape Colony to procure a further
supply of flour, but obtaining little there, it set out for
China and was wrecked. Not until June, 1790, two years
after the arrival of the first settlers, did another ship from
England arrive, and then it brought the unwelcome cargo
of 222 female convicts and the news that stores were
on their way to the colony. These shortly afterwards
arrived.

1 Jose, Hist, of Aust., p. 23.             2 Ibid.,, p. 10.